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(57) Abstract: An Au plating film (12) is formed on the surface of a plate-shaped metal base (13) made of a metal more base than 
Au, and the metal base is cut along a line of cutting plane (18) reflecting the visible outlines of a member to form a separator (10). 
tf} The thus formed separator (10) has an Au plating film (12) on a major surface (10a) and a cut face (16), which is an edge face (16) 
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continuous with the major surface (10a). A part of the metal base (13) is exposed from a part of the cut face (16). The width of the 
exposed part is 1 mm or less. In such a way, a metal member for fuel cells having a sufficient corrosion resistance and producible 
readily at low cost, its manufacturing method, and a fuel cell having such a metal member for fuel cells are provided. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

There must exist a special technical feature so linking a group of inventions 
of claims as to form a single general inventive concept in order that the 
group of inventions may satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. 
However, as will be mentioned on the (extra sheets) , the 15 inventions of 
independent claims 1, 2, 4, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22, 24, 26, 30, 35 
contained in this international application are divided into eight groups 
of inventions: the group of inventions of claims 1, 2, 11; the group of 
invention of claim 4; the group of invention of claim 12; the group of 
inventions of claims 13, 14, 16, 17; the group of inventions of claim 15; 
(Continued to extra sheet.) 
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the group of inventions of claims 22, 24, 26; the group of inventions 
of claim 30; and the group of inventions of claim 35. The inventions 
of the dependent claims are divided according to the division of the 
inventions of the independent claims the technical features of which 
the dependent claims refer to. For example, the invention of claim 6 
referring to claims 1 to 5 is divided into two inventions : the invention 
dependent on the inventions of claims 1, 2; and the invention dependent 
on the invention of claim 4 . 

There must exist a special technical feature so linking a group of 
inventions of claims as to form a single general inventive concept in 
order that the group of inventions may satisfy the requirement of unity 
of invention. However, the examination of the inventions of claims 1-37 
has shown that there is no technical feature linking the inventions of 
claims 1-37. . 

Consequently, it appears that claims 1-37 do not satisfy the 
requirement of unity of invention. 

Next, the number of inventions of the claims in the international 
application so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, 
namely, the number of inventions will be examined. 

This international application contains 15 inventions of independent 
claims 1, 2, 4, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22, 24, 26, 30, 35. The 
inventions of claims 1, 2, 4, 11 are apparently linked by the technical 
feature "a metal member for fuel cells disposed in contact with the cell 
body in which a solid polymer electrolyte film is interposed between 
a pair of electrodes, wherein an Au film is formed on a major surface 
of a plate-shaped metal base made of a metal more base than Au". The 
inventions of claims 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 are apparently linked by 
the technical feature "an austenitic stainless steel for solid polymer 
fuel cell". The inventions of claims 22, 24, 26 are apparently linked 
by a material for solid polymer fuel cells defined in claim 22. The 
inventions of claims 30, 35 are apparently linked by the technical feature 
"a material in which a noble metal thin film is formed at least on a 
part of the surface of a metal base of a corrosion-resistant conductive 
member" . 

However, the technical feature "a metal member for fuel cells disposed 
in contact with the cell body in which a solid polymer electrolyte film 
is interposed between a pair of electrode, wherein an Au film is formed 
on a major surface of a plate-shaped metal base made of a metal more 
base than Au", linking the inventions of claims 1, 2, 4, 11 is a well-known 
art and cannot be a special technical feature. "Background art" in- the 
description also manifests this fact. However, it cannot be denied that 
the technical feature ""a metal member for fuel cells disposed in contact 
with the cell body in which a solid polymer electrolyte film is interposed 
between a pair of electrodes, wherein an Au film is formed on a major 
surface of a plate-shaped metal base made of a metal more base than Au 
and the metal base is cut" is a special technical feature. It also cannot 
be denied that the technical feature itself "a material for solid polymer 
fuel cells defined in claim 22" linking the inventions of claims 22, 
24, 26 is a special technical feature. The technical feature "an 
austenitic stainless steel for solid polymer fuel cells" linking the 
inventions of claims 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 is a well-known art and cannot 
be a special technical feature . "Background art" in the description also 
manifests this fact. The austenitic stainless steel for solid polymer 
fuel cells defined in claims 12 linking the inventions of claims 12, 
15, out of claims 12, 15 and claims 13, 14, 16, 17 defining austenitic 
stainless steels for solid polymer fuel cells having common parts of 
(Continued to the nest extra sheet.) 
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composition, cannot be a special technical feature by itself since it 
?ro?sclosed in prior art documents such as JP 2000-309854 A (Sumitomo 
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